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DIA DE LOS MUERTOS: A MEXICAN TRADITION

Dia de los Muertos, or Day of the Dead, is a Mexican tradition
celebrated on November 1Tand 2. It honors family members and
friends who have passed away. The celebration has roots in
Indigenous cultures of Mexico, including the Aztecs. Over time, %
Indigenous customs blended with Catholic traditions introduced

by Spanish colonizers. Today, families celebrate by remembering

their loved ones and sharing stories about their lives. E

One important tradition is creating an altar called an ofrenda.
Families decorate these altars with photographs, candles, favorite
foods, and colorful marigold flowers. Decorated skulls, known as
calaveras, are also popular symbols of the celebration. Some
families visit cemeteries to clean and decorate graves. Although
the holiday remembers people who have died, it is also a joyful

celebration of family, love, and memories.

Questions:

1. When is Dia de los Muertos celebrated?

2. Which Indigenous civilization helped influence the history of this tradition?

3. What is an ofrenda, and what items might families place on it?

4. What are calaveras, and how are they used during the celebration?

5. Why is Dia de los Muertos considered a celebration of love and memories?




