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Every November, the President of the United States receives a special guest at

the White House: a live turkey! Instead of becoming Thanksgiving dinner,

this turkey receives a presidential pardon, which means it is officially spared.

After the ceremony, the pardoned turkey travels to a farm or university sanctuary to live
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out the rest of its natural life in peace.

QUESTIONS:

1.) Literal: What happens to the turkey after it receives a presidential pardon??

2.) Vocabulary: Based on the passage, what does the word pardon mean?

3.) Inference: Why do you think people enjoy watching the presidential turkey

pardoning ceremony every year?
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The tradition became an official annual event in 1989 with President George H.W. Bush.
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