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9th Grade Reading Comprehension

Read the story below then answer the question.

However, he perceived now that it did not greaﬁ'g matter what kind of soldiers he was going to fighf, so ’ong as fhey fought which
fact no one dispuf'en‘. There was a more serious prob!em. He ’a? in his bunk pandzr‘ing upon it. He tried to mafﬁemaﬁca”y prove to
d

himself that he would not run from a battle.

P'r'eviouslyI he had never felt ob.'iged to wrestle too ser‘iausfy with this quesﬁan. In his life he had taken certain ﬂ’u’ngs for granfed,
never cha”enging his belief in ultimate success, and bofhering little about means and roads. But here he was confronted with a Hw'ng
of moment. [+ had sudden.’g appeared to him that perl’mps in @ battle he rm'ghf run. He was forced to admit that as far as war was

concerned he knew naﬂ’ling of himself.

A sufficient time before he would have allowed the Frcbl’em to kick its heels at the outer Par‘fal‘s of his mind, but now he felt compe”zd
to give serious attention to it.

A little Panicfirenr' grew in his mind. As his fmnginaﬁon went forward to a ﬁghf. he saw hideous Possibiﬁﬁes. He canf'emlp.'af'za' the
furking menaces of the future, and failed in an effort to see himself sfcmding sfouﬂg in the midst of them. He recalled his visions of
broken-bladed glory‘ but in the shadow of the v'mpending tumult he suspched them to be im'nossiblz picfures.

He sprang from the bunk and bzgan to pace rlzr‘vouslyI to and fro. “Good Lord, what's th' matter with me?" he said aloud.

He felt that in this crisis his laws of life were useless. Whatever he had learned of himself was here of no avail. He was an unknown

quanfify. He saw that he would again be nbl'fgen' to experimenf as he had in enrly goufh. He must accumulate information of himself,
and meanwhile he resolved to remain close upon his guar‘d lest those quaﬁf'ies of which he knew nofhing should ever'asﬁng’y disgr‘ace

him. "“Good Lord!" he r'elueafea' in dismay.

What is "the crisis?”




