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5—The Amazing Mayans

'The Mayan awhzahion dares back
To 400 A D, FThe Moyans were o lange
group of Central Amercan Tndwns
wha lived masnly an the Ywootan
Peninsula in Mewicao,

The Mayans were incredible
marThemoncions and asTronomers,
*They kept elaborate calendars
and were able fo keep frack of The
movements of vhe moon, vhe sun, and
Venus, "They were also able To predicr
eclipses and the equinaxes with very
aQCouraTe meqsurements,

*“The Mayans had one of The most
adwanced number systems in The
waorld, "They could represent very

large numbers by using only Yhree
symbols, #Their number sysrem was
the first toindude a symbal for 0asa
place value, while Europeans were shll
using Thie Romaon numeral sysTem.,

*"The Mayan number system (s
vige simal, which meons 7 uses base
20 insread of our decimal (base 10
rmumber system. ""The Mayans used
only Three symbaols (see dugram A),
and Their numbers were arranged
vertically (see diagram 8], “"Each strep
up was a power of 20, asillustrored
below,
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