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42. Sideways Sfories From Waysiole School
by Louis Sachar (Excerpt) _*

A “Joe counied the potatoes. **Seven, five, three, one,
1w, fowr, =ik, eight. *There are alght potatoes, s Jewls.”

B *MNo, there are eight,” said Mra. Jewla.
C ®#Butthat'zwhat [ said,” said Joe. ®*hay [ go to recess now?"

D ™Mo, you got the right answer, but you counted the wrong way again.”
*Zhe put three books on his deslk. *Ceount the books, Joe.™

E “Wloe countedthe books. A thousand, a million, three. **Three,
Mers, Jawla™

F 1*Correcl,” said MMra. Jewls.

Q Whayl go 1o recess newT Joe asked.
H ™Mo, said Mrs. Jewla,

| 1w hay [ have a potato?™ asked Joe.

4 ™Mo, Haten to me. **0me, two, three, four, five, aix, seven, eight, nine,
1en,” said Mrs. Jawls, ®MNow you say it.”

K *0ma, two, threa, four, five, gdx, seven, eight, nine, ten,” said Joa.

L #WVery good!™ said Mra. Jewls, ®5he put six erasers on hias desk. = MNow
coeunt the erasers,Joa, fumt the way [ ghewed you.”

M ®Joe counted the erasers. ¥0Ome, twuo, thres, four, five, six, seven, eight,
nine, ten. ®*There are ten, s, Jewle™

N *™MNge,” said Mrs. Jewls,

0 **This doesan’t make any sense,” =aid Joa. ¥ When [ count the wrong
way [ get the right answer, and when [ eount right [ get the wrong angwer.”

P  *Mra Jewls hit her head againet the wall five times. ** How many
times did [ hit my head against the wallT she asked.

Q **0me, two, three, four, five, g, seven, eight, nine, ten. *™ou hit your
head against the wall ten times,™ aaid Joe.

R **No,” gaid Mre. Jewls
S ™ Fowr, sk, one, ndne, Awve. *You hit your head five times,” said Joe.
T hdrs. Jewls shook her head no and s&id, *“Ves, that is x¥ight.”
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