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4. The Moon by Night
by Madkkine L'Engle (Excenpt)

A It wras a most peculiar feeling *The
solid ground under oy feet gave a shod der:
*Latood sl "It kept on fealing a= thowgh
the grenund were shivering. "Then suddenly
there was a j erdc unvder me. "It was something
likee wrken wou go wmter slding and someors
cuts the motor and then saddenly speeds up
again, trying to throw yow

B "The next jerc did theow e Tt was
a rmach bigger jerik, and I fell flat on oy face
iry the soft grass of the Aeld. "Lind ey eath me
the grownd seemed to hezve the way your
stomach does when youw're terribly, terribly
=iek T clurg to the grass because thers
wasn't anything else to cling to. “It was as
though the srhole earth, the arhale planet,
were jerking out in space, veering wildly out
of course, and [ was on its back clinging o
ik rane

C “Behind me there vas temible noise,
It wras lowder than thunder and it seemmed
to keep onand onoantl T thought oy head
wiould bzt *Then the noize bagan o
break into separate parts, 3 sound likoe
thasnder, a roarlike the ocean in a storTm,
great craclongs, crunchings, and Anally all
the roises got smaller and with spaces of
quiet in betareen, and then they stopped
*The silence sms 50 complate that it was
a= frightening as the rodise had been =T
rmanaged ks b my head, and the top of the
mmountain wrasnt thers any more. "It didn't
seem to be angrarhere,

D *Then [ rernemberad the towrn of
Frank i Alberta, the rnourtain that had
faller anthe towr *T pressed rogy face irdo

the grass of the feld, and, as the earth
hemed beneath e, [ thought [ was going to
throw up, oo, from terror "Bt [ didnt

E " looled around agzin ®The top of
the rountain was 2ull gone "Everythdng
looksd different ™I realized that most of the
moantain had fall eninto the fleld, because
the racuritain was riuch clossre to e ard the
field was much narrow er than it had bean
brafiors.

F = lay there, chutching the grass, not
darirg o1 evern able to raowe, ever i thee rest
of the mowurtain should gall onme. ™But after
a whhile [ realized that the tremors were less
wiolent, that the earth wras becorming quiet
again ¥l staggered o my feet *The groumnd
ssarned quite 2olid beneath them. ™I looked
for Zachary. ®™The pile of rock wras sl there,
bt it was a different shaped pile. " didnt
mee Tachary
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