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@ ITMERICKS

A limerick is a humorous five-line paem that follows a definite rhyme pattern and
Mas a particular rheythm,

Just as music is writlen fn groups of poles called measures, poetry is written in
groups of syl'ables called feet. A foot usually contains several unsiressed sy!lables but
anby one stressed syllable, A particular varse form gets its characteristic rhythm, zeat.
or meter from the numier of unsiressed syilables and the position ot the stressed
syllable in each foot, and from the number of feet in 2ach line.

I the limerick, each fect contains one oriwo unstressed syllables “oliowed by ane
that is stressed. There must be three of these fest in 2ach of the first two lines, two in
sach of the second two nes, and three again in the last line.

Structure:

Lines 1.2 and 5 gach have three feet (thatis, three stressed. or accented, syllables}
and rhyma with one anather (A).

Lines 3 and 4 gach have only two fest (that is, two stressed, or accented, syllables)
and rhyme with 2ach other {B). These two lines are always indented.

Example: Fead the poem aloud, noting the riyme pattern and which syliables are
stressed. Syllables marked with assrare unstressed. Syllables marked with a @ are
stressed. Vertica! lines separate the fest.

3 feet “hgre onfe | wis ¥ ody |3 o sereol | A
32 feet Wi tnolight | AE wis te” | Tl cdhi ; A
2 feat indented HE wark | 1ZhEY jeahs | B
2 feet. indented Strdde arouhd | with the teshs | B ;
3 feet Eft el | & dp pla¥ | iRg 7% fodl. | A

Say the poem aloud one more time. This time, clap the rhythm. Try to fee! the rhythmi
of the lFmerick. Mow write a limerick of your own:

There was an ofd from

Who liked to an_a
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