Logical Fallacies

Consult the list of logical fallacies on page 309 in your textbook. Decide which
fallacies the following examples best demonstrate:

1. Sam is riding her bike in her home town in
Maine, minding her own business. A station wagon comes up behind her and the driver
starts beeplng his horn and then tries to force her off the road. As he goes by, the driver
yells "get on the sidewalk where you belong!" Sam sees that the car has Ohio plates
and concludes that all Ohio drivers are jerks.

2. Bill: "l believe that abortion is morally
wrong."”

Dave: "Of course you would say that, you're a priest.”

Bill: "What about the arguments | gave to support my position?"

Dave: "Those don't count. Like | said, you're a priest, so you have to say that abortion is
wrong. Further, you are just a lackey to the Pope, so | can't believe what you say.”

3. Our nation will prevail because God is great.

4. School violence has gone up and academic
performance has gone down ever since racial segregation was banned. Therefore,
segregation should be reintroduced, resulting in school improvement.

5. Joan is scratched by a cat while visiting her
friend. Two days later she comes down with a fever. Joan concludes that the cat's
scratch must be the cause of her iliness.

6. The new UltraSkinny diet will make you feel
brand new. No longer be troubled and plagued by your weight. Enjoy the admiring
stares of the opposite sex. Revel in your new freedom from fat. You will know true
happiness if you try our diet!

7. Senator Jill: "We'll have to cut education
funding this year.”

Senator Bill: "Why?"

Senator Jill: "Well, either we cut the social programs or we live with a huge deficit and
we can't live with the deficit.”

8. Smith, who is from England, decides to
attend graduate school at Ohio State University. He has never been to the US before.
The day after he arrives, he is walking back from an orientation session and sees two
white (albino) squirrels chasing each other around a tree. In his next letter home, he
tells his family that American squirrels are white.

9. "Look, you are going to have to make up
your mind. Either you decide that you can afford this stereo, or you decide you are
going to do without music for a while."




