How To Write a Research Paper
Ten Lips and tricks [or condiactimg a rescarch project visd wriling a ressarch paper

I Tepic Sclecibon

Fowr a sescarch paper. cssay, repon of anicle, vou lkesm informatios abow a subject, then sct forth a point
of vicw and suppon @t with evidence from mothorities known ox soorces. Adl of your sousoes st be
doclared via cilations wilhia the rescarch paper.

The typical rescanch paper. cssay_ repan of afticle is on informed ve documem, which sheds light on an
evenl, pErson oFf Cumenl isase, It also muEy e Fn:m.nl.‘h.re_

Il a subgect intrigues yom, you will do o better job on the findshed prodoce. As you bome inon o general
wopic, comsider amng the bruimtonm and Crecwrile technigees. Eventually, vou must saroow your genoral
opie b a speciflic rescarch queslion.

&  Hrainsiorming, sometimes known @ thinking on paper, means jotting dows kleos in o compuler
file or on poper. Rapidly arvile moogh poles of cvervihiog you can think of oo e subject-

*  Freewriting can help vou find vour sdeas by writing gquickly, with mo plan, and wishout stopping
ﬁ-rtcn.m wenty anuies. Don’l worry ahout whest bo say Tirst; siaf i thee middle, lgnore
ar. spelling and orgenication. et your thougks fow iale o compuier lile or ondo paper as
they coume. I you draw a Blank, wrike your last word over mmd over. hdore ideas will I'ul.lurw
Freswrile maore thas once, thes wrile o sentenoe, which begins, "My main point s

Lol writing has a subject, purpose and oudience. Comsicler the audience Tor youar work, omd o your
purposc limits the subject. Think aboul how imponzss your bopic is in selation o the purpose of your
Envestigaaion. Koop o nvimd the avadlabilivy . voricty and sworth ol peterials sou will e able to Bind.
Consider ibe pmowam of e ovailable,

Unsustable topics: A h ECpic I be a poor chosce 6F i were.

e Too broad: Shoubd vou ey bo cover e cmtive sabjoct ol S pace Fxploration, The |Estory of
Wineheralt or the e o Maguoleomn inoose research paper? Moo You s bould nameos the scope af
your kopic to inchede only & porticn of o brood subgec.

= Too subjective: A personal wopic, such as "Why My Church s Bes.”™ may be unsuiable bocmase
yuoin probably wan't e abde & support 0 From library soorces.,

= Too contnvwversial: Avoid any subsject obout which you con't wnile objecively

=  Too familior: Your work on o research paper should besd to discovery of things you don'l aleeady
kv, Ehoun’l subwial a rescorch paper alreasdy wlten For anotber parpuose.

&  Too l:ch-nh.d Tt wnlc aboan @ lopde thel vou sl don’ undersiand thorougkly adier you have

[~ F \'I!.I.I'I

T Forming o Rescurch Qoeslion

Adier wpic seloction, form o rescarch guestion ancd hypothesis. A hypothesis is 8 working ideo that vowr
evidence may suppon. ¥ou will have a hypothesis in mind as vou ston looking ko your subjea,



