The Origin of Cinco de Mayo

Cinco de Mayo is Spanish for 53 of May. It was on this
diay in 1262 that the Mexican semay, under the beadership of
Crenegral Ignacio Zaragoera, defeated the French in the city
aof Pechla. This was an wscspected wvictory for the
Mexcans, who were badly oumumbored and poosly
equipped. The veoiory did pot prevent the Fremch from
eventually capturing Mexico, but 1 was a glonoas and
motivaling victory for the Mexican army, lifting the sparits
of the entiee mation and strengthening the Mexican Feclings
of unity and peede duning the war.

Cinco de Mayo was onginally celebrated only by a few
Mexpcans im the United States, bul over the years, gained
populanty throughout ihe country. Today, Cinco de Mavo
= scen as o day to oclebrie the Mexwan culblore and
hertage in the Unsed States. Interestingly, thas boleday 1
celebrated on a much larger scale in the United States than
i is in Mexioo, where full-scale festivities are limited 1o
the city of Peacbla. Amenicans celebrate Cinco de Mayvo
with Mexican food, music amd dance, somctimes dressing
i tradrisnal Mexican <lothes and displaving Moexecan
ibdcor for the Gocasion.

1. What does “Cinco de Mayo® mcan i Spanish™




