% THANKSGIVING

U Sepeinber 6, 1620, group of 102 Flgnine boasded the May Rower
i bz their voyage from England (o America. Many of thens were
seehing neligious freadom. On December 11, 1620, the Pilgaims amved
inn Flyinouth and began o setthe. The Ot winder was very hard, and
iy of the Fil grims died.

The following spring. an Indian named Squaio, whe had learmed to
speak English, helped the Pilgrims. He taseht them about il native
laists and introduced them to Indian eom aed otler coops. By the e of
fhe season, the Filgrims had enough food, including com and ofler
viepetables, fruit, fish, and other meats to sustain them theough the wines
iniciiths,

The ]Hlﬁ.‘}ﬁllﬂ! invided the [ndian, including Squanto, 1o & Feast o
eclebiate their boumteous harvest Tl celebration lasied flree days
[t is wikmown exactly which days the festival lastad

The followang vear, the festival was ot cebebrated. Bul the summer of
(623 was diy and hot. The Filgnms woeied that the werrible drought would
ditroy all they had worked so hard 1o build. The gevernor, Willsam Bradfoed
aderizd Wz Pilgri s 1o apeid o day i Gasting and prayer for s 1 was
it long Befoee the rain began, aid an official day of “Tlanksgiving” was
prrcchaimed. Tlanksgiving wis celebrated oa Movember 29, 1623,

Ader fhat time. a Thanksgivieg celebration was usslly an wnolficil
peart of the harvest, T 1789, President George Washington sugoested & day
of Thanksgiving nationally. Hoowever, there were many people opposed the
holiclay. [t st wntil 1863 that the Thanksgiving bolidsy was officially
proclained by President Abralam Lineoln,
Every vear since that time, the President of the
United States has isaved a proclamalion
ordering a nadional day of Thanksgiving
I 1941, Thaiksgiving was given &
congresaiosal sinction that made it o legal

hiedidday £ b beld o the fourth

Thairsday of November each vear.
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ACROSS

I How many daya did the Filznms
il Indians celebrate in 16217
1 What was Govensor Bradioad's

I I wliich month did the Filgrims
armive in Plyimoth?
4 Wlsich president issued the fest

figal isgine! official '[‘hmh@iuiuﬁ proclanstion!
3 What type of freedom wese the 6 I which month did fhe Pilgrims
Pilgrims secking? leave England?

& What was the name of the ship the
Pilgrigis caine fo America iy

& What was the name of the Indizn
whis elped the Pilgniems with ther crops?

10 What was if that threatened the crops
in 16237

11 O which Thursday in Nowember s
Thankagiving celebratad!

T Where did il Pilgrims sedtle!
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