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@ ITMERICKS

A limerick is a humorous five-line poem that follows a definite rhyme pattern and
has a particular rhythm,

Just as music is written in groups of notes called measures, poelry is written in
aroups of syl'ables calied feet. A foot usually contalns several unsitressed syllanles but
onty one stressed syllable. A particular verse form gels its characteristic rhythm, Deat.
or meter from the numpber of unstressed syilables and the position of the stressed
syllable in e#ach foot, and from the number of feet in 2ach line.

Inthe limerick. each foct contains one oriwe unstressed syllables ‘oiowed by one

that is stressed. Thare must be three of these fest in 2ach of the first two lines, twe in
each of :ho second two hines. and three again in the last line.

Structure:
Lines 1. 2. and § each have three faet (that is, three strassed. or accented, syllables}

and rhyme with one anather (A).
Lines 3 and 4 each have only two feest {that is, two stressed, or accented, syllables)

and rhyma with sach other {B). These two lines are always indented.

Exampie: Aead the poem aloud, noting the rhyme pattern and which syliables arg
strassed. Syllables marked with assare unstressad. Syllables marked with a # are
stressed. Verlica! lines sepzarate the feat.

3 feet “here onfe | wis S oy 1.5 S seroo | A
3 feer WG tnoa’:g!;at | P2 s e § WiV cob A
2 feet, /ndented HE warg [ iEhey jeaf'lsl B
2 feet, indented Strfde Sroufid 1 with the teshs | B
a feet Bt en@ | && 5p pla¥ | ifg 1A% fodl. | A

Say the poem aloud one more time. This time, clap the rhyihm. Try to feel the rhythrri
of the limerick. Mow write a limerick of your own:

There was an old feom

Who liked to on a

Coppaigla € 1901—THE LEARNING WORKS, 1MGC. . =26



