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Deadly in the water

Melbyfish can be beautiful to look at as they Float gracefully in the sea. But most
jelyfish hawve & painful sting, and ane varieby af jElhyfidh B considered the mait
da g e ot [ving cresturne in the workd. This oreatuere, the ses wadp of Australia,
alzo krown as box jellylish, can kill a
large fish or ewen a human in minutes.

Sea wasps anem't the bigpest jpeliylish,
bt itheery can grosay a5 large as a
baiketball. They hawe up to B0 lomng
tentachbed, The tendlachkes can danghe 15
Teat down inbe the water and are
lcaded with theousands of stinging
oells. When the tea wasp's tenfaches
brush up agsinst s animal, chemicals
o thee animal’s skin rigger the release
of the fea watp’'s venom. The wenom
affects thes nErves and heasrt of the
prey. Usually the sen wasp uses ks
wenom an fish, which it then eats. But
someekimes humans are unlucky
enough to corme NS contact with a
En wALE S bentaches. Thete vietims
can sulffer excruciating pain, nausea, breathing problems, and occasionally ewen
deatih

Ausiralians have developed an antivenom Lo treat the sea wasp's stings. Like ihe
antivengm uwed for poisonous snake bites, it counteracts the polson from the
iing. But there i< an satier, although very unusual way bo avoid stings in the first
place. Thin lapers of nylen are used By Australian lifeguands to present L85 watps
Trom towching peocple’s skin, When this is worm it keeps the tentaches fromm
refeasing thelr vensoem,



