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H = stranger had told you in 1852 that the
sspaners wouid be full of noews about
Shawmos Mission, Topelka, Lawrence, and

shizwaromia Oresk in the nexa three years,
wou wouid have thought he was insane. 2t
history iz Tuil of such ovisis of {zie, and tha
impossibhe hovomes reality.

The reason for Kansas becomirg headline
news goes back to tha rapid growth of Salitor- - fieris
mia and interest in buiiding a railroad across the Stephan Bouylas
continent. A survey had 2ireadybeenrunicra railroad from New Cileansto e West Goast,
and the Gadsden Purchase made it possible to build that railraod scuth of the Gila Fiver.
At the time it was thought there would be onily one railroad, and northern states much
preferred amors nerthernroute. Asa senaior from iirrols, il was logical o Stephen Douglas
ihat it be bLilt west from Chicago. A rallroad reguires customersio be proefitable, and settiers
witl not move onto land that has not been surveyad and whare there iz no government to
protect life or propery.

Dougias proposad the Kanans-Nebrasks bil in 1854, it provided that Kansas and
mMobraska territeries be formed, and allowed the peopis who settled thers 1o decide whather
thare would be slavery or nol. This idea was called popular soversignty. Ha Knew 'hers
would be opposition, because it would overiurn the Iong-standing kiissouri Compromisa,
which had blocked any slavery north of 36°30'. Kansas and Nebraska were above thatline.
Southerners and Presicent Franklin Pierce backed it many norihemers were cpposed. Tha
Lill barely passad.

People on both sides realized # was important that their group get control in Kansas.
Lying west of Missouri, it might threaten stavery in that state, so Missouri Senator David
Atchison urged southerners te satila there. Many northemers also saw the importance, and
the New England Emigrant Aid Company Was formed to help New Englanders to settle
there. Rev. Henry Ward Beecher said that riflas rather than Binles would dstermine the
issus, and Doxes of “Beecher's Bibles” (rifles) were seni to Hansas.,

Andraw Beeder was appoirtad territorial governor. YWhen ha called an elaction, nearly
5,000 Missourians crossad into WKansas and voted. Their vole was snough 1o win the
glection, ang = pro-slave lagislaturs was set up at Shawnea klission. The anti-slavery
people ignored it and set up their own legisiature at Topeka.

Acts of violence often iook place. A pro-slave posse attacked ihs anti-slavery coinmunity
of tawrencs, threvw I3 orinting press in the river, and ore up the towrn, Johe Broawn, &n
abolitionist, bard 3 grous of Tran o Pollawiomie Creek, a pro-siawea town, and Killed five mar
andboovs, s sp skubs with & sword, Morth and Souith, Fepukiicans and Demnocraks
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