Elaborate by Showing, Not Telling

Create a pociure in the reader’s mind by writing seniences thal show wihet
happened rather than teling whal happened. You can do this by replacing
linking wverbs with actae verbs, and of courss, by using more vivid adject ves

Directiona: Examine the following sermence pars. MNote that the second sentence n sach
pair shows the feeling or event instead of teling 1. The second senternces should serve as
e s for fubwre weriting.
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The Intle girl looked in the window:
The Ittle girl pressad so closs to the window that her breath fogged the glass.

My mother and | walked and looked at the glass window of the chapel
hhy mother and | would take walks to watch the glow of the chapsl's stained glass.

The sorority sasiers decorated the halls

The sororty sisters cheerfuly decorated the halls with green garlsnds and streamers of
red creps paper.

da. | climbed the fence.
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I cedimbed up the wooden fence and got & splinter in the palm of my hand.

Diomingues gres candy o her cusiomens.

Doemingue gracioualy presents sweet treats of sugar-dusted wafers and creamy milk
chooolate o har customers.

The table was decorated for Christmas.
Bright-red ribbons, dimby-it candlea, and a green cloth decorated the Chrisimas table.

. The lights sent sigrals from vikbage o village.

Twinkling like cheadul flares, the ights sant signals from village o villasge.

She telt embarrassed when she fal.
She tnipped and fell backward, then stood up with blushing cheeka and shaking hands.

I g=t nervouas whean | give a apeach.

Whenever | am scheduled o give a speech, | suffer with wet, clammy hands and
butterdlies in my stomach

Twen people are playing ooy
Twa hockey players ake ursuccessiul swipes at the puck
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