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L. Thee (sermen Breakihrough

The collapesr of the Ruswisn feont i kele FR1T, and e Tresdy o Beet-Lilovsk signed on
Blarch * 1908, ke[ thee Gormana free 0 mone @ rge numbher off troops. s the Westem
From (st houph abeset one mil ion remainsd in the Eag o gamissn the pains o lsmesd in
ther reaty i Adthasigh the e w s much disspresmenm in the German Hagh Comnemand.
Lindermdor T s plam of lainching & o offe nave m Uhe Wesa, whsch weould Leseol nhe
Brstish and Fopech cupll off i Bei woar Bafony i S emd ricans ¢onplkll b ot fully dlFective, woas
adoptod. The olfensve was w0 begin on March 21, on & front 40 milles cithey siele off S0
Chrmtin, ol ihe jurcsomn of the Erisds and Fremdh anmies. Two weeks ier, an stack was
o b lmsnchesd in the MNorth, inoibes Hoseboowc b area.

In sl e g sa= Chcars. CheaTia N Gul v BACEs el Snis, eapecially that ar S Chesmrin. 71
Gl divisions, sepportad by TUONNEF puns with & Bur-day supply of 9 mallics she s,
woore baurked @ ks Brtish Thinl and Fifth Aormies, which hal @ combined srength of 29
diFviisgons. The Ceermans alvanosd 14 meiles im dhez Tird four days. b therealter s kosaoed
e, sl howuph (hesy oo inued on dhe Glfensies throssghesin maoad of Ageil The Briish
vk, Felll hack b shing Beapi o saodfes woclors 10 ook ke & ressn

O Agril 120 Hasg wcsussd his Famous Oedar ol the Drap . “Evgay posilion mssd B beld e
the ki manc there maist be no soiaremend. With our Bac L (9 e woal L and Belecving in ihs
pEsior of our cause. cach ome of us mast Pighd on e ik emdd.” Haoe masch effect dhese fime
wonls had 51 is dillecul o cell. The: Germans were weary. They bod sires cheed their supply
Enes oo the limi They hsd osaran ibeir amilbery. Moy of (b men ransfermed from the
Fang haall beemn anfoetod withs Bl whewism, The cecams of the Crommon odTeiooe © ke had b n
Lillesl. and likewise the MO0 discpline was oflen poor. The High Commanad was

waci Hating and indecisive. changin g ik dmection of sl and Cilisg w follow araegic
principles. This lad o & funber decline in morake, which was masks mene seviosss b i e
Be=wak o g Trom home Uhsl Fierel ks wee hungry sl fad up wilh the w e - the people
v mas len per comnfilbe nl that g armisos wosakl bey wictorious,

F 3 YVillers-Brotomnouy
The ciy ol Amiens wasowseniial b the British armecs, as il was the railwad for supplics
] peoraommer] For the whobe of the Somme area [T Amiens (L the Britich would be
unable e continue (e war on the ‘Westemn Fromt. The Cemmans advancing wew ards. the
ity capural the large willage (o noma® tosan ) of Villees-Bectonneun, aficr heawy fgbang,
m.-l Aprl A brillpes stk on cither side of the waon By the Aussralion 13™ and 15
recapured the e dhal cvening: sl withim a fow hours the shius o was
wiahilieed. wih ihe wihole Aoustralian Corps. oomenanded by Liost -Ceneral Jobm bonacdh,
unitend in @ line sivesching nondveards froen the caviemn outsRrs of gee villlage to dhe morih
Buanl. cof the River Somumsg,

X “Pradolul Persirakion™,

Adsmanh wor dedermines] o oblan @ paos Bobogie ol smlvaniage over 1y Gorenana, An
Emipaoriang part of this podicy wan b make use of Lhe ample Sover provided By crops. amad
woskils {this part of the Soomere area was relatively undamaged by war o this stage) by
comdaing surpims raids on The cnemy renches. One cwammple, on Slay 18, come sl
o Licutemant AW, Irving of the 18" Bamslion pusced dh the garrivon of & Cerman

e wa-lﬂp.lll--:uﬂ-ﬂtd his. sosats, wa o] over in brosd dayeght, and
ﬁnﬁe gl e odlioer. anad their LMNIG



