Reporting and Writing the News

Every day exciting things happen. For example, there might
be an importast meeling in your (own of a special event ol your
schiool. Jourmalists, of reporers, go lo these evenls and wiile anicles
for newspapers, magazines, and television mews programs. They
report the news w0 everyone can read and usderstand what's going
o in their conmunities of in the workl. Read to find out what
journalists do.

Journalists report and wring the news. Most reponers show up al
et ligs, parades, and other events. They always cary a nolebook
und bots of pescils or pess. Some jourmalists also carry camerss if
they are responsible for taking photographs.

Journalists write down everything they see, hear, smell, and
fieel. It 1s important for them to make sure the facts are accurate.
Sometimes reporien white about people who do thiags that
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I a reporter writes someihing aboul & person thal is lscorrect and
the person fums oul io be innocent, of not guikty. he or she must
fix the mistake. As a result, the editor of the newspaper will ask the
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the story, Many journalists read through their notes first and check
their facts. Then they write the article. If there are photographs, the
reporter wriles captions that pive their readers more information.
Sometimes the story must be written quickly because it is due to run
in the next day's newspaper. No matter how quickly the story must
be written, if 1s the journalist's job to get the facts right. Once the
story is finished, it goes to the editor.

The editor reads the story and corrects mistakes in grammar and
spelling. The editor also makes sure the artick: is written in a way
that readers can understand. Once the story is edited, it is ready
1o be printed in the newspaper of put onling on the sewspaper’s
wibite.

The journalist's job does not end there, Every day there are more
siories io write. There are more people (o inlerview and events (o
report on. A good journalist works very hard (o make sure his of her
slofies are inleresting and true.
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Journalists are good ai getiing
peaple fo talk. Sometimes if is easier |
fioe the reporter 1o illustrale why
something is happening by asking
peaiple who are ol an event io explain
what is going on and why, This helps
the readers understand the story better.
After taking noses, the reporter
goes back to his or her office to wrile




