Skill — Reoding Corrpr'shension Name:

Harriet Tubman: Civil War SPY

By: Caftherine Clarke Fax

Harriet Tubman is well known for r‘islcing her life as a “conductor” in the Under‘gr‘ound
Railroad, which led esc:c:ped slaves to freedom in the North. But did you krow that the
former slave also served as a Py for the Union dur‘ing the Civil War and was the first
worman in AAmerican |'1is+or‘}r to lead a rni1i+c1r"}- expedi‘l’im?

Dur‘ir\g a time when wormen were L.ISUCI”)" restricted to
traditional roles like cooking and nursing. she did her share of
H-nosejoba But she also worked side—by—side with rmen, says
writer Tom Allen, who tells her exci'l‘ing s‘l‘or‘)ﬂ in the National
Geogmphic bock., Harriet T ubman, Secret Agen+.

Tubman decided to |'ue||:> the Union Ar‘m}f because she
wanted freedom for dll of the peop|e who were forced into
slc:ver‘}', nol'jus‘i' the few she could |'\e|p b}r herself. And she

convinced many other brave African Americans +0J'oin her as

spies, even at the risk of bemg hc:nc‘:}ed if ‘Hﬂey were c:c:uthr
In one of her most dramatic and dcngerous roles, T ubman heﬁ:)ed Cofone| JGI’T‘BS
Mon’rgcrner}r plc:n a raid fo free slaves from p|on+a+|ons c:|ong the Cormbahee (pmnounoed
KIUM-bee™) River in South Carclina. Ecr‘Lv on the mor‘n‘lng of Jure |, IBE3, three
E]urlboc:‘i’s carrying several hundred male soldiers a|on8 with Harriet Tubman set out on their
mission. | ubrman had 90+hered ke}f information from her scouts about the Confederate
posi+ions, She knew where ‘H‘le)i were hiding c}ong the shore. She also found out where ‘H"ley
had p|c:ced +orpedoes, or barrels filled with gunpowder, in the water. As the ec:r~|}-r rnor-ning
Fog lifted on some of the South’s most irnf)or'“l'c:n‘l' rice plan+c:+ions, the Union expedﬂion hit
hard. The raiders set fire to buildings and des]lro}-ed br'idges_ s0 'Hﬁey couldnt be used b}« the
Confederate Army. They also freed about 750 slaves—men. women, children, and

babies—and did not lose one scldier in the attack.
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