Jesus Christ: God's Love Made Visible

The Nicene Creed and Commentary

God the Father

| believe in one God, the Father
Admighty.

! balewe in ome God . . . Almighiy

a There is one God, 50 we nesd not worry thet “another God™ will
come and unseatl God from his throne or compete for our
affections.

« In the ancient workd's. understanding of the divine, a God was never
almighty but was always battling for superior status with other
gods, Our God really doss have all of the power and is Tocused on
his creaticn rather than on fighting with other gods. We can call on
God at any tme.

! balaave in . the Fabther

= When we profess thal God is our Father, we acknowledge that he
is tha source of all life, that all creation exists bacause of God.

= Jesus' relationship with God was filial, a father-son relationship.

= In the Gospels Jesus calls God Abba, which, in his native language
of Aramaic, means “Fathar.” (This is an intimate way to address
God the Father, who is almighty! )

= Jesus actually invites us to call God “Father™ oursaleas!

« To say that God is our Father does not mean that God is Merally
male. “God s Spinit” (John 4:24).

maker of heaven and aarth,
of all things visible and invisible

= God ithe Father is the Elemal Source of afl that exists.

= Because God crealed all that is. Catholics believe il ks possible o
encounter God's presence in every and any siluation (this is an
aspect of holding a sacramental wordview), which means that
hare i ndver a siluation that is oo bleak or too dark for God o b
fiownmd.

al things wsible and invisible

= In addition, thés staterment makas it clear that everything God has
creabed doas nol meat the criteria of “matber” o be saan or fell.
There is a spiritual workd wheare “real things happen” even though
they @re unseen.

Jesus Christ, the Son

| believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

Jesus means "God saves.” Chaist means “Anointed One " In the
ancient workd, anainting with il symbolized baing chosan by God for
‘some special mission or purpose.

the only Begotten Son of God, bom
of the Fathar bafore all ages.,

Jesus Christ has a unique relaionship with God the Father: he is the
only, and the Elamal. Son of God. Jesws was bagotten, or fatherad, by
thve Father.

God from Gaod. Light from Light,
treee Giod from true God,

Jesus and the Fathar relate to each other as a source of light relates
1o the light it shines.

begotien. not made, consubstantial
with the Fallwer;

Because the Father “fathered” Jasus. Jasus was not made or creabed
in such a way that he is a creabere as hemans and animals ane,
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