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Excuses . .. Excuses

Excuse us. In rhe previous sentence, we are using excase das a
rransitive verb and a pretexr for our examinarion of the variery of
excuses or justifications cthar often are presented as reasons for not doing
a certaim kind of assessmenrt or for ot using specialized curricuham
and programming for mathemarically ralented students. In this chaprer,
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rthar negatively impact the development of marh ralent (see Table 1.1}
You will see thar some of the excuses are diamerrically opposed o each
cther. This inconsistency in reasconing about mathemartically talented
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is =0 imporrant. Our goal is o provide the information and research o
back up well-intormed, balanced responses ro any ene of these “excuses”
for ot implementing appropriate programming for mathematically
talented students. The responses to these excuses set the stage for the
subsequent chapters.

Excuse 1: At the elementary level, the school's gifred program
already meets the needs of aff mathematically talented students.

Response: The names ol many slementary gifted programs (e,
ELF, or Extended Learning Programs) reveal their emphasis, which
generally is on gifred behaviors and higher crder thinking skills. These
programs tend to be referred ro as pull-ocur or rescurce programs
because students will leave their regular classroom a couple of times a
weslk for a period of time (45 o 60 minutes is typical) to participare in
a preestablished enrichment curricubam. This enrichment can rake a
variery of forms, including acriviries unrelared o marhemarics, problem-
solving activiries, or marthematically criented enrichment acrtivities
{Lupkowski 8¢ Assculine, 1992). Unformunately, ir is a frequent pracrice
in this country for gifred students o participate in pull-cur programs
where the tepics they smady are explicitly designed ro be unrelared
to the regular curriculum. For example, a mathematically talented
student in a gifeed program might be studying Shakespeare, growing

plants for a science project, or participating in a community service



