THE BIRTH OF THE CONSTITUTION

The Articles of Confederation

Dwuring tha Ravolulicnary War. the United Colonies neaded a dooumen 1o gowvern Uhe
lande then struggling to be free from England's rule. The Articles of Confederation became:
the first naticnal constitution of the United States in March of 1781,

Tha Aricles of Confederation established a govemmen! organized asound a
Congress. Each of the thiesn stales would cnly have one vole regardless of size or
population. For a law to pass, ning of tha
thirteen states had o agreea.

The Congress had tha power to
declare war, make peace, and makes
reaties, it could alse com and bormow
marsEy, cragla post offices, admit naw
states, and create an anmmy and nawvy,

0 the other hand, the Congrass
could ol lax, and A could Aot Contral Gr
interfere with trade between the
individual states,

There was mo one person who
was in change of this new governmsent.
Beacause ithey feared the return af
tyranmy. the founding fathera weare veary
cautious nod 1o creabte a new “King —
thatwas sxacth wiv they had separated
from England. 5o, as a resull, there was
naaxacutivatocarny oul thalaws passed
by Congress. Uitmately, this lack of a
leader caused much confusion.

The Aricles of Confederaticn .
created a oose friendship betwaen the Revoludonary War Soldiers
thirteen states. This loose friendship
Was encugh towin the War for Indepandence and kaep the slates Ogeiher &% orne CoLetry.
But withoul an execulive. the power to tax, and the ability to regulate tracde, the Congress
could ot function affectivaly. Many Americane falt the Articles of Confederation neadad to
be ravisead.

By 17E6, more problems wers baginning to surface. A comeention of five of the
thirganstates, called the Annapolis Convention, metal Annapolis, Marviand, in September,
1788, They mel o study 1the trade problem. There was nol enough representation (o make
any big decisions, 2o the delegates lad by Alaxander Hamilton (Mew York] and Jamas
Madisen (Virginia) called for another convention to begin in May, 1787, in Philadelphia,
Pennsyhlvania. In February of that year, Congrass agreed with the delegates and stated the
convention would have the “solg and express pupose of revising the Aricles ol
Confedaration.”
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