ACTIVITY
What Could A Hurricane
Do To My Home?

This activity will answer the question: Will glob-
al climate change intensify the effects of hurri-

canes on coastal areas?
tMATERIALS
W Map of the Atlantic anc Gulf LLS, coasts that

includes the Gulf Stream:

Class map, a topoaraphic map of the fiction-

al coastal community, Seaside (Appendix D)

Tide chart for Seaside:
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Use chart for Portland, Maine.

Construction paper

Pencils

Computers with Internet connection

Student activity sheets
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PROCEDURE

Step 1

Ask students to give their definition of a hurri-
cane. What does a hurricane nead to “fead ™ it?
Students can look up answers from the list of
Web Sites in the Suggestad Reading section.
Students can also use the Hurricane Activity
listed in the Suggested Reacling section as an

Figure 1. Stonm Sunge

introduction to this lesson. Guide the students
into dewveloping an accurate definition.

Step 2

Show students a map of the East Coast of the
Unitaed States that includes the Gulf Stream.
Using the information in the Prerequisite
Knowledge: Teacher section, explain hurricanes,
the hurricane season, and how it is affectad by
the Gulf Stream.

Step 3

Explain how a storm surge forms and the
damage it can cause (see Figure 1). To further
understand the extent of damage caused by a
storm surde, use the Hurricane Andrew storm
surge activity at:

Nt

index.hitmi.
For purposes of this activity, imagine that the
storm surge from a hurricane is 15 feet above a

normal high tide.

Step 4

Usirg historical data from the Mational
Hurricane Center Tropical Prediction Center,

i ! [Tt v hawve stuclents
compars the 10 deadliest and the 10 most
expensive hurricanes to strike the Gulf and East
Coasts of the United States. Stucents fill in the
answers to Duestions 1 through 2 on the
Student Activity Sheets.

e——
—_—
—

-

N
Wﬁ“‘f-’/ﬂ
B Eye
{ ) Direction of Movement -

S

&

Surge




