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Don’t Take It Literally!

Many idioms, if taken literally, conjure up truly humorous images. Could you picture a
storm where it was literally “raining cats and dogs” or a person who was truly “two-
faced”? In this activity, students create “literal” cartoons out of their favorite idioms.

What to Do

MATERIALS e« copies of the template (page 35)
e colored pencils

3. On the lines, have students write the idiom’s
actual meaning and a short descriptive
paragraph using the idiom properly.

1. Give each student a copy of the template. 4.1n the frame, have them draw a colorful
2. Ask students to pick an idiom that conjures up cartoon of the idiom’s literal meaning.
a funny image when taken literally and write 5. Hang up the drawings so that everyone can

the idiom in the space under the title. appreciate the humor of idioms.

A atross . ar'ound :
your neck

i owFty by
~ your pants

© Bite off 4more than
you can chew .

* Blle the dust

+ Bite the hand that :
feeds you w

* Bury your head in
the sand :

+ Butter someone up i
+ Button your lip

+ Butterflies in the . i
stomach -

+ cat got your | ongue? .
+ Chew up the scenery
* Cllmb the walls
¢ Cost an arm and -

aleg ¢ Hold your tongue :
+ Dog’s life ¢ Inhotwater
. Drrve you up the wau L f Ao
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