The different charactersin ‘an inspector calls' fall within different
generafion categories. The voung being Eric ad Sheia, the old being Arthur
and Svbil and Gerald who lies in between these two. Thev dll have differing
reactions to the inspector's presence and | believe the link is in their ages or
generations.

An Inspector Calls was wiitten in 1946 but setin 1912, At a fime when
capitalism was ruling the country and people like Arthur Biring effectivelv ule
the country. The setting of the play was very significant as it allowed the use
of dramatic irony, especially when Biding speaks about the future, "We're in a
time for a time of steadilv increasing prosperitv”. As the audience knew what
the future held for the people in the play they get an instant dislike for Biding
as an arrogant, capitalist factory owner,

The vounger generation, Eric and Sheila respond fo the inspector's
presence very differently fo their parents, Sheilla responds fo the inspector's
interrogation verv honestly and apenly. [Miserablyv) so I'm reclly
responsible?" Instantly she accepts the blame and places it all on he rself. This
is a perfect example of how the vounger generdtion reacts to the inspector,
Thev don't lash out at him or trv and shift the blame; thev understand their
part and accept the blame. Eric's response is later in the play but similar,
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