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What is weathering?

o\ o) i \‘)\r\e el Entey

Weathering is the name for all the ()\'\‘55 T = = - :
ways a rock may be broken down. There O ¢ Physical weathering of rocks
are two kinds of weathering: physical and o - -
chemical. In physical weathering the - ’?fl”“ and Show iﬁe W'del'(’s
physical properties of a rock change, SO A, 1B Up crac S'C::- LAS cracks.
but it remains the same kind of rock. NSV I B
-Physical weathering occurs in areas

where temperatures change, causing ¢
rocks to expand, shrink, and break off. ?/

Plants and animals also cause physicai N

weathering. Plant roots break up rocks (OR° P ad
as they grow, and rodents loosen rocks | N
as they dig in the ground.
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In chemical weathering the physicai L 5P 0\0 -
properties of a rock change, and it no ¥«
longer remains the same kind of rock.
Chemical weathering dissolves rocks by
chemical changes. Water dissolves rock
salt. Water also reacts with some .
minerais causing them to rot into a soft B O
ciay. Rainwater can cause chemical e g
weathering. Carbon dioxide in rain \\\Q@J h {n hot regions, such as deseris, the sun
~makes a weak acid that wears away %@2& O @t?‘ ts the rocks during the day. At night
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1estone in caves, Chemical and M€ the rocks cool and shrink, causing the
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physical weathering often act together. rocks-losoll
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I~ In cold regions, rain and snow fil up the
(cracks in rocks and freeze. Ice widens the-
p>‘cracks, breaking the rocks.

CA\vemode Siye €0 o rock. compHRON olse alfreck e ol oy e ioy
% In the p%r‘agra%f%es' %‘t;o%gz/ Underline“b—the things that can cause physical weathegkg.
Circte the things that can cause chemicat weathering.

B. Read the exampies of physical and chemical weathering. Write which type of
weathering is shown in each statement. ’

1. A rock splits apart from frost. Q\I\L\S\QO&/ A
2. Water and feldspar (a minefal) form clay. C/\(KW\\CQL

3. A tree breaks a boulder as its roots grow. Q\Qﬁ\ CQ\’
4. Rainwater eats through limestone. Q)(\Q‘(Yf\ ca\l

5. A gopher breaks up a rock as it burrows underground. @\L\S\QQL

% Soilis formed by the weathering of rocks. Look at a cupful of soil under a magnifying
glass. How many different things do you see in the soil? '




