Outline of a Five-Paragraph Essay

THE INTROMMCTION: The Grst paragraph introdoces the main points of the essay, Theintrodection contmns a thesis
sintement-—a senence telling the resder what points will be discdssed and how they will be addressed. The introdsction”s
topec senience may also be the thesis statement. with the entire paragraph being an outline of the cssay.

The Writing Cenrer (s avaidlable fo Relp studenss with tapic selection, organization, and mechanics.
Stwdents aften come 1o the Wriring Center when they need help picking a topic, For those who know wha
they want fo write abowl, the structure of the paper is thelr new maln concern. Sometimes, stndents Bring o
poprer fhot i already weitien and orgenized Bur which needs fo be proofread for purcivation, grampmar,
and clariiy. A any stage in fhe wreiting process, stedents can receive help from she Wriring (enser.

THE FIRST MAIN POINT: The next paragraph addresses the first poiot mentioned in the thesis statement—opic
selection. A topic senfence bepins the paragraph. identifying the main point. The paragraph develops the point with proof
and support. The concluding sentence summarizes the paragraph., prepanng for the next point

{:‘.r_ifnr.a research, paany siudemnis came io the Writing Center seeking gpuidance in the selection, Soogre, and
approachl of thetr paper's topic. Starting wirth a pain fdea is always preferable. If the paper's snbject is
complex, “rthe more vour inffial foces will change ax vour drafts evolve, ™ It is also imporiant to decide how
earengive the paper will be; otherwise, all potnes will nor e equally addressed, The pupe of assignmens is a
significant factor in choosing the fopic: submiing a reflection paper in lien of @ research paper will not be
well received! Although the paper’s deprh and approach may evolve, the topie always stays the same,

L SECOND MAIN POINT: The next paragraplh covers the second point gpven in the thesis stasemmenl— srgeaizafion .
IF ergramization is & weakness, siwdenis come fo e Writing Cemeer for Belp idenrifving magor and minae
poings, consofidanng simifar ideas fogether, and gransitioning between paragraphs and sections. The way a
paper is arranged significanily affecis ds presensation. If critical information is blended with insignificans
derails, the reader may dowbe ity imponance. Likewise, it (s imporrans tfut related thaughes are grouped X
tergether; a reader will gedcldy become confused if the writer's thoaghis seem o furmp all over the ploce, g
Abrupsiy ending and bepinnipg differens poines shoold also be avoided, The bew paragraph concludes noy
oy with @ summarization of & congens bot also with a fransition o the next section. This enables the
reader to recognize a shift while maintmining a memral oudine. When a ssedent has difficuloy wich
strascturimg o pagrer, someone more aljective can aften give a fresh perspective and a new fdea,

THE THIRD MAIN POINT: The next paragraph refers to the thurd pocet Listed in the thess statemaent—arechanics.

Most sindenis come o the Writing Cernger for help with mechaniced issnes, sech as punciaiion, grammar,
and senrence clavity, Although puncruarion is nor the most important part of a paper, readers often depend
on it o andersiand the meaning, Misplaced commas can catise Vsemrence parss ., Lfref collide inge one

© Ceramngr Aelps vo clarify dhe inserded mearing, bee i the seelijecy and verh do not agree, the
meaning (v eoasily lost Using the correct words is wital to fhe meaning: one person's slang is anotfer
person’s fypa! Gramaar anid punctagation ave nor the mose vieal isseee, bur shey may be the most visible,

CTHE CONCLUDING PARAGRAPH: The conclueion surnmmmrises e points introduced in the thesis stalement and
discussed in tlse essay. The infrodection and conduasion often use siomlar wording 1© complemsent each another.
The Writing Center helps students with all stages of the writing process, including dapic selection,
erganization. and o review of proper grommar and prncteation. A grear deal of time and effors can be 3
saved if the paper has a definise focus from the very beginning, A reader is more ikely vo respecr the
wiriter's gpindon when the paper’s struciure 5 strong, Proofreading for nrechanics @5 nece ssary because
disrraciing errors defract from fhe confent,  During every stage af writing o paper, help o available,
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