Taaching — Learning Strategy
Building Fluency using Phrases with Rate, Intonation and Punciwation
Carollyn Correll

“Flusncy is defined as the abidy o smad el accuaiely & an appropriste rebe and with
meaning ful phrasing and nicnation.”[ Sweeney, 2004) Shedes have shown Thal “shedents who kack
fleency read choppy, word-by-word mamer. This ok of fleency B directly related to poor
comprehension. “(Mathan and Stanoswich, 1581

feaders and shedents thel struggle with readng Buently coulll use his Liralegy 1o
kelp with reading phrases imfead of reading chopoy o word-bywoed ard thenelons gaining mons
meaning from $he siory. This sirabsgy can be usad for saching proper writing technigues. 1o shudens
=0 Thal ke meader gmins tha maaning e writer imendesd them o gain.

This lesson s gearesd oward & reader reading of the third grade lavel Howewves, il can be
emily adapled for amy reading level. The book “Eats, Shoots & Leanves™ s enjoyed by all ages and is
a great iool fo leach puncieation and phmsing. Youw could use any lext, which has dialogue, 1o
incorpornaie this srstegy for primary students, The teacher could ask the guestons as & whole group
kor primany. Also, for he ssosndany educalion students, you could adapl tis stralegy 1o jusl about
mmy bl or poeem that is af their resding el

Tips fou beaching Chis shadleoy:

Make sura you &ne reading somathing thal is on the student's resding val You may wan o
usa this aralegy with small groups 5o thal all of the shedents ane on just about the sames esal. Than
e lessnn will provide a beter cutcome of reading with phrasing, e and imonation. Fimaly, makse
swns that you ask higher levsl guesticning o maks sung e shedenis comprehended what they had
riva.

Hoew 10 o Bhs sieeldgy:

1) Find & text, posm or excerp] of a ted that is on e shudent’s resding kewsl

Z) Whodr growup Tor primary, small group of sirdar sl readers. for inlermednie and secondary
eucation,

I Resd the posm, Ext or excenpt and disouss. Ak guesSons about their background knowlsdgs of
what was nead and make connections o the characters in the loxt,

4} Reroad e posm, el of exoarpl of &t end s hasips the chansciers woice, 1he commas,
rhyming words. Ask siudents guestions aboul wiy one charecters sounds diffenent from another?
Wihat might that tell youw about the chamrcier’'s mood or tone of wice?

£) Raroad B pan with 1hs commas, Toousing on thy paases. Ak The Sluionts what Sl woukd s
soamded ke § you rend |08l gl he, without e pauses? Teacksr axpiiirs that the comimas gse
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