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Directions: The following question is based on the accompanying Documents 1-13. (Some of the documents have
been edited for the purpose of this exercise.) Write your answer on the lined pages of the pink essay booklet.

This question is designed to test your ability to work with historical documents. As you analyze the documents, take
into account both the sources of the documents and the authors’ points of view. Write an essay on the following topic
that integrates your analysis of the documents; in no case should documents simply be cited and explained in a
“laundry list” fashion. In your interpretation of the documents you may refer to relevant historical facts and
developments not mentioned in the documents.

1. Analyze and discuss attitudes and reactions toward the participation of women in the
sciences during the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries.

Historical Background

While rarely acknowledged, women actively participated in scientific research in
chemistry, astronomy, biology, botany, physics, and medicine. Although most
European universities and academies of science excluded women entirely, in Italy a
few women held professorships in science and mathematics. Women translated
scientific works on physics, astronomy, entomology, and anatomy; they also
participated in scientific discussions held in salons.



