HOW A BILL BECOMES A LAW IN VIRGINIA

Phe folluing stups dupict Lhe norma! procedure whereby a non-contraversial bill becomes 3 Taw. Bills may uriginate i either the House of Delegates or the Senate.

Iilegate Accomack L, as requested by
consbiluents, pecgiares to inbroduce fugisla:
tion permitting the govering bodics of ko
calilies Lo prohibit the sale and use of cer-
Lain fireworks.

Delegate Lee
then explains
exatdly the pro-
posal he s in
mind o a stall
altarney in the
Division of Leg-
islative Serv-
iecs, The stalf
atturneychecks
existing law
umel the consti-
tutionality of
{hy proposed
Jiislation.

Abill s then dralted by the Division of

Logislative Services. Draft copies of the
bill are made and delivered to Delegate

Lee.

Delegate Lec signa his name on the bill and
intraduees 1t by laying the original and
duplicate copiea on the desk of the Cleri of
the Homaa of Delegates,

The bill is ordered printed and referred o
the Committee on Counties, Cities and
Towns,

"The membersafthe Commitiee on Counties,
Uities and Towns-in public seasion-famil-
iarize themselves with the bill and decide tu
approve it without amendments,

The Commitiee then reports the bill favora-
bly to tha House,

First Reading; The bill title s printed in (e
calendar or i read by the Clerk, and Lhuinll
advances to second reading.

Second Reading: The next day the bill title

appears in the printed calendar an second \ i

reading, Bill ore considered ==
inthe orderinwhich 2 :
they appearin theeal
endar, The Clerk
reads the title of the
bill a seeond time. A
bill on second read-
ing is amendable. \A) 5
The bill ia explained
by its patron (Dele-
gate Lee) who an-
swers any questions
that may b nsked, By voice vole the House
vote to advanee the bill to third reading,

Abillthat has passed secand reading with or
wilhoutamendmentsis engrossed. [famend
mentsare adopted the billis reprinted inits
final form for passuge.

Third Rieading: The next day, the engrossed
bill title appears in the House calendar on
{lrird reading, The billis read by title a third
timeby e Clerk. By racorded roll call vote
{he bill is passed by the House of Delcgates.

Communication: When passed, the bill is
sent tothe Senate either by the Clerk in 4

forming the Senate
that the bill has
passed the House
and requesting the

N7 TntheSente Thehil
goes through substan-
tially the same proce-

by titloa first time, referred (o 4 standing

[ | committee, considered and reported by

third time before passape by a constibu-
tianal majority.

After the hill has heen passed by both housea
of the General Assembly...

[iaprinted asan enrolled bill examined and
signed by the presiding officer of each housy.

Then the bill is sent Lo the Governor for hig
approval,

After being signed by the Governor, the bill
is sent o the Clerk of the House (Keeper of
the Rolls of the State) and is assigned
Chapter number. All Chapters of a session
are compiled and bound as the Acts of As:
sembly,

Bills enacted at
o regular ses:
sion (or the re-
convened ses.
wion which fol-

lows) are effec- i
five the Tst day L
of July follow-

ing adjournment of the regular session, un-
loss another date is specified.

Bills enacted at a special session (or recon-
vened sessiun) are effective the Ist day of
the 4th month following the adjournment of
the apeeial session, unlasa another date is
speeified

The General Appropriation Act is usually
effective July Ist and Emergency Acta he-
come effective when signed by the Gover-
nar,



