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Lesson 1 '

The Letters And Sounds Of Greek

1.1 The Greek Alphabet

New Testament Greek has twenty-four letters. The English alphabet roughly
corresponds to the Greek. Notice that the first, third, and fifth groups of letters are
similar to the corresponding English letters. This grouping is significant only as a
learning aid. .

I Capital Small Name Transliteration! Pronunciation
Letters Letters
A o alpha a father
B B beta b ball
r ¥? gamma g gift
A ) delta d debt
E € epsilon e met l
z & zeta z or dz zion, adze®
H n eta e obey
e 5] theta th theme
i [ iota i pit (short) or
magazine (long)
K K kappa k kit H
A A lambda 1 long
M [ mu m man
| N v nu n no
= E xi x relax
| O o omicron o omelet
SLLE . _pi P _pay _

1 Transliteration is the process of assigning the nearest equivalent English letter to each Greek letter. This
is discussed in Lesson 2.

2 When v is followed by a v, k, or , it is pronounced like an English n. Example: dyyelog (an’ ge los).

3 When initial, zeta is z; when internal, it is dz.

4 Sometimes ( appears under long vowels, in which case it is called iota subscript, as in a, 7, w (see 1.4).



