ALEXANDER THE GREAT
PUSHING HIS TROOPFS TO THE BRINK

Im 335 B C., Alexander the Great s=t out on a campaign to recapture former Greesk
cities and to expand his growing empire Ten years into his campaign Alexan der
had nev er kmown defeat He now comtrolled an empire that included Gresce,

Egy pt, and the massive Persian Empire

Alexander the Greats Empire was huge, but he was determinedto grow it even
bigger. So Alexander pushed his conguest imto India His ar my had been fighting
for ten years and had grown tired of war and being away from their homeland
lacked the will to take part in more battles. King Porus in India

worththe fight His men were already wealthy from the spoils of war and
another large battle seamed unnecessary to many in his army. Alexander used his
speaking talents he had dev elopaed while studying under Aristotle to rally his army
and motivate his men to continue the fight His moving speedh is below:

Excerpt: Alexander the Great, 326 B.C.; Hydospes River, India

1 cowld ot hawve blomed you for being twe first to lose heart if |, your commanaer,
had ot shared i your exbausting marche s and your periious compoigns, it wouwld
hawve been natural enowugh iF yow had done all the work merely forothers to reap
the rewsard. But it & not so Youw and |, gentiemen, have shared the laborand
shared the damger, and the rewards are for us all. The comnguered territory belomngs
to Vo, from your ranks the governors of it are chosen,; already the greater part of
Its tregsure passes into your hands, and when all Asig 5 owverrun, thern indesed | will
go further than the mere sausjfoction of our ambitions . the utmost hopes of riches
or power which each one of you cherishes will be far surpassed, and wircever
wishes to return home will be alfowed to go, either with me or withouwt me. | wall
make those who stay the emyy of those wiho retorn.



