Brief Summary of Bould

Two great geologic provinces come together in the Boulder area. The eastern province is the Great
Plains, ranging from rolling hills to flatlands, and the westemn province is the Rocky Mountains. The
north-south front where the two meet is called the Front Range.
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period are found near Boulder.

About 300 million years ago, two mountain ranges were pushed up in central and western Colorado.

These ranges are known as the Ancestral Rockies. This event pushed the old granitic rocks above the
earth's surface; erosion cut into the rocks and carried floods of loose debris away to the east and west.
The sea then returned from the east. Over the 150 million years, the Boulder area environment ranged

from floodplains, to desert, then to floodplain conditions again, depositing a varicty of sedimentary rock
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