BEADING PASSAGE

SUBUREAN FIMCA TION
I'n ik pau few weeks ciroumatanoes bad made me discover what an ignorent | was
Lateky I'd beem fortunate. and my hfe had changed quickly. bt 1°d refllected livile on
ik When [ del think of myselflin comparison with tlose in Eleamsor™s erard. | bocamss
aware that | Knew modhing: | was empiy, =n inicBecmal void. | didn®t even bnow who
Crommwall was, for Goxd's sake | bnew mathing about roology,. poclogy, astmonomy.
langumpes, mathematics, phiysics.,
Mon of the ks | grew up with loft school at sigtecn, and 1they d be in nsswancs wie,
or working as car-mechasics, or managers (diy and TV depl) in depanment stoses.
And I'd walked ot of college without thinking rwioe shoat it despite myy fmiber™s
admemitons. In b suburbs cducation wasn't comsilercd a particular alvanlage. and
cefaimmly coaldn™ be socn as worthwhik in itscl, Geting inlo business young was
enaec iEapomant. But now | s among people who weele as emturally s we played
foothall What infirated me - whsl made me loathe both thom and mysclf - aas
thair confidence amd know kedpe. The casy talk of an. sheatre. archilosture., travel: the
langumages, the wvocabulary, lnowing 1he way mussd a whoble culoare - & was
invalushle and iree placedhle capaial.
At my schod thoy tsught yom a2 bt of Fremch, but anyone who sStempted 1o
proncunes a wird somectly was lasghed dowan. Om a tnp o Calis we atiasckod a Frog
Behiesd a rostaasand. By this Enorance we kiow oursches o Be superion 1o he
*Pablic School kids, with thoar poky uniforms and leather bricfosses, aml AMummy
amd] Daddy waitimg owlside in the car 1o pick them up. 'We were rosgher: we disnapled
all lessons: wee wore fighlors: we never carmied po cffeminate brcfcaes sinas we
sever dad no homework. We were proad of never kaming snvhing except 1k names
of fpcchallers, the personecl of rock groups snd the lyrics of "l am the Walrus®. Wha
Mlios we were? How misinformed ! Why didn’t we undersand that we were happily
condemning ounclyes 0 boing nothing betier than moor-mochanss? Why couldn™e
wie e that? For Eleanar's crowd hand woeds amd sophisticawsd ideas were in the air
thew breathed frone birth, and this langusge was the comency tast boughit yvou the bese
of what the workl coakl offer. Bul for us il could only ever be a secomd npuage.
concionasly acquined.
Mt was as f [ felk sy pas wase't imponant cnough, wass't o substantial as bers, so
I'd throssn it sway. | mever alked aboar Moen asd Did, o the asburbs, Apd once 1
practically siopped milking at all, my voidoe choking im oy theoat when Eleamor said
my acoond was cule. “You ve g a siredt voios, Kanm You e from Soulh Londos -
s thats ko you spesk. I's Eke cockrey, oaly not so e, 1% moa peusual. ©i's
differemt tomuy voice, of course.™
O course. .. At that moment [ esodved o lise my accemt
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