THE WHITE HOQUSE
A L RS T O

May 18, 1959

Dr. Harold T. Shapirao

Chair

Mational Biocsthics Advisory Commission
Suicte S5BOL

E100 Executive Boulevard

Rockville, Maryland 2085%2-7508

Dear Harocld:

I would like te cthank you and the members= of the
National Bioethics Advisory Commission for yowur
preliminary repert on the adeguacy of protections
afforded o human subjects enrolled in government -
sponsored research. This subjesct warrants our
actention and action to correct any shortcomings
in our current aystem of safeguards.

I agree with wou regarding the poincs we

must look at closely, and I urges Yyou Eo press
forward with wour rewview. Our national bPiomedical
research program is the most highly respecced in
the world, and we must ensure chat our ethics are
as good as our sciemoe. Wwhen I escablished the
Commiassion, I asked thart you make the adeguacy
af our protections for human research subjects
your first priority. Your advice will be
crirical to achiewing cthe highest ethical
atandards in research invelwving voluntceers

wha agresa o partlicipate.

I"m grateful for all you do, and I look forward
to your more comprehensive report.

Sincersly.
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